ment of the island began in the 12th century. and large numbers of Chinese, mostly from the east coast of China, came in the 17th century. Modernization began after the government of the Republic of China moved to the island in 1949. During the past four decades, individuals and the government have engaged in substantial industrial investment, first in labor-intensive rnanufacturing industries, then gradually shifting to heavy o r high-technology industries. The export-oriented economy of Taiwan was not accomplished by a few big companies bur rather resulted from the collective contributions of tens of thousands of small factories. From 1952 to 1990, the real gross national product grew at an average annual rate of nearly 9% (I). The annual per capika income was $7,500 (U.S.) in 1989 and over $10.M0 in 1992.
In 1992, Taiwan boasted the world's largest foreign exchange reserves: $80 billion (U.S.).
Taiwan is now classified as a newly industriaIir.ed country and is referred to as one of Asia's "Four Little Dragons" by economists. As in any industriaiized country, however, economic success has a number of drawbacks, including air pollution that injures plant life.
and Natural Resources
The Taiwan was once entirely covered by forests, but fowlsted areas today are estimated at only 1.9 million ha, including all the high mountains and most of the hills. A S-year reforestation program accompanied by soil conservation projects has been implemented ta preserve the health of woodlands and protect the environment on the island. Recently, the government has been encouraging farmers to reforest agricultural areas to conserve soil and to serve as windbreaks and as classrooms for environmental education.
Over 900,000 ha of land were cultivated on Taiwan in 1992: 454,000 ha for rice paddies and alternate crops, 222,000 ha for Fruit, and 230.000 ha for vegetables (I) (Fig. I) . However, the light in- 
